Local Human Rights Committee
Bradford Road Office
Culpeper, Virginia
January 26, 2016 1:30 pm
MINUTES
Members Present:

Roberta Anderson, Jackie Dare, Arla Jean Lewis, Phoebe Munger, Beverly
Young

Members Excused:

Betsy Knight-Reid

Affiliates Present:

Addiction Allies - Christopher von Elten, MD; Blue Ridge Group Home Lisa McPherson; Childhelp East - Chris Ruble; HealthCare
America/Counseling Interventions - Mindy Willingham, Trepin Tate;
Rappahannock Rapidan Community Services - Laurie Dodson; TIME
Family Services - William Fairhurst

Advocates Present:

Artea Ambrose, Cassie Purtlebaugh

Others Present:

Maurice Gentry, Sr. (Opening Horizons), Laura Wohlford (RRCS)

1.

Call to Order
Roberta Anderson, Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:30pm.

2.

Introductions
Roberta Anderson, Chair, requested the attendees introduce themselves.

3.

Announcements
• Family Preservation Services (Jamie Austin-Morgan, representative) has changed
its name to Pathways Health
• Psychology Associates is no longer an LHRC affiliate, as Rosemary Nagel has
entered into private practice
There were no other announcements.

4.

Additions or Deletions to the Agenda
There was an addition to the agenda:
Maurice Gentry, Sr., Program Director of Openings Horizons, requested affiliation.
Due to the weather, the presentation by Family Focus and the closed session were
deleted from the agenda and will be added to the April 26th meeting agenda.

ACTION: Beverly Young moved to approve these changes to the agenda. Phoebe Muenger
seconded the motion. There being no further discussion, the LHRC Board voted
unanimously to approve the changes to the agenda.
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5.

Public Comment
There was no public comment.

6.

Approval of the October 27, 2015 Minutes

ACTION:

7.

Jackie Dare moved to approve the October 27th meeting minutes as presented.
Beverly Young seconded the motion. There being no further discussion, the LHRC
Board members voted unanimously to accept the October 27th minutes.

New Affiliates:
• Addiction Allies, LLC – Christopher B. von Elten, MD; Founder/Medical Director
Dr. von Elten introduced his program. He is interested in bring medically assisted
treatment to the area, in addition to extensive day treatment. He is reaching out
to help medically assisted doctors in the piedmont area.
Questions:
Are you currently affiliated with any other LHRC in region? Response: No, not
affiliated with any other LHRC in this region. We do have an affiliation in
Lynchburg.
•

ACTION:
8.

Opening Horizons - Maurice Gentry, Sr. Program Director
This program has been in operations for about two years. We have identified
three homes for intellectually disabled individuals and will house one individual
per home. Two homes are located in Madison and one is in Orange. We are
currently located in Radiant. We want to enlarge the program. Mr. Gentry will
forward all the materials to Cassie Purtlebaugh to bring her up-to-date.

Both new organizations were accepted as affiliates of the Rappahannock Rapidan
LHRC.

Presentations: Affiliation Updates (10 minutes each)
a Alice C. Tyler Village of Childhelp East – Chris Ruble
Chris Ruble presented information about Village of Childhelp East.
Questions:
Do you still have your ropes course? Response: Yes.
b Blue Ridge Group Home, Inc. – Lisa McPherson
Lisa McPherson presented information about Blue Ridge Group Home.
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Questions:
Was it last year you had some major driveway work done? Response: We got
some of it done last year, but we want to finish it this year.
c

Family Focus Counseling Service – Antoinette (Sam) Jones
Cancelled due to weather – rescheduled to April Meeting

d TIME Family Services – Will Fairhurst for Gloria Setterlund
Will Fairhurst presented information about TIME Family Services.
Questions:
What area do you cover? Response: Our base office is Orange County; we have
clients in Albemarle, Louisa, and Culpeper counties. We are also part of Verdun
Outbound. Typically, we work with youth in middle school. The family portion is
volunteer. We try to include families once a quarter. We try to have a strong
educational component for the family (mental health first aid, parenting, etc.)
while children participate in the ropes course.
9.

New/Modified Services
• Health Connect America (dba Counseling Interventions) - Change in behavior
intervention program from CIT to Safety-Care
Trepin Tate is the Safety-Care trainer for this area. This is a new, regulated
program, meeting the same specifications as the old program. All individuals
have been trained (over 90 staff).
Questions:
Has your licensing specialist been notified? Response: Yes, our policy and
procedures have been reviewed by Nikki Sample.
PROCEDURAL NOTE FROM THE ADVOCATES: We are to adhere to the following
procedure for new/modified services: The affiliate should notify the Office of Licensing
of the new/modified service with a copy to the appropriate state advocate. Once the
Office of Licensing approves the new/modified service, the affiliate should present the
new/modified service to the LHRC. The LHRC does not need to record (by vote or any
other action) their approval of the change if the Office of Licensing has already approved
the new/modified service.
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10.

Human Rights Announcements by State Advocate
a) The DBHDS Office of Human Rights has proposed updated regulations. These
regulations were approved by the governor. They were submitted to the Register in
December 2015 for a 60-day period that will end on February 14, 2016. Revisions
will be brought to the State Board in April 2016 for final adoption of the new
regulations. We will keep you updated of the progress, but please feel free to
review and provide public comment. Here is more information on the specific
changes and how you can offer feedback:
•

On December 14, 2015, in the Virginia Register of Regulations (Volume 32, Issue
8), the State Board of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services published
for public comment the proposed changes to sections of 12VAC35-115.
Regulations to Assure the Rights of Individuals Receiving Services from
Providers Licensed, Funded, or Operated by the Department of Behavioral
Health and Developmental Services, hereafter referred to as the “Human Rights
Regulations” (amending 12VAC35-115-10, 12VAC35-115-30, 12VAC35-115-50,
12VAC35-115-60, 12VAC35-115-90, 12VAC35-115-100, 12VAC35-115-110,
12VAC35-115-130, 12VAC35-115-145, 12VAC35-115-150, 12VAC35-115-180,
12VAC35-115-190, 12VAC35-115-200, 12VAC35-115-210, 12VAC35-115-230;
adding 12VAC35-115-105, 12VAC35-115-175, 12VAC35-115-260, 12VAC35-115270; repealing 12VAC35-115-140, 12VAC35-115-170, 12VAC35-115-250).

Purpose: This is a reminder that the proposed regulations are now in the 60-day
public comment phase.
• Public Comment Deadline: Tuesday, February 12, 2016.
• All information about the proposed regulations is available on the Virginia Town
Hall web site: http://townhall.virginia.gov/L/ViewStage.cfm?stageid=6810.
• Comments may be submitted by the deadline in writing online at that link, under
the heading ‘Comment Period’.
• Comments may also be submitted by the deadline in writing in hard copy or via
email to the agency contact listed below.
Background: The changes will improve the ability of the Human Rights Office to
perform its mandated responsibilities and maximize resources, in a manner that
promotes the vision of recovery, self-determination, empowerment and community
integration for individual receiving services. The intent of these proposed changes is
to streamline the administrative process; improve program efficiencies and
eliminate redundancies. The standard regulatory action was started on April 17,
2014, and was approved in the proposed stage by the Governor on November 13,
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2015. A public hearing was held for the sole purpose of receiving public comment
on the proposed regulation at the Department of Behavioral Health and
Developmental Services at 9 a.m., Wednesday, December 16, 2015. Minutes from
the hearing are included in the information available at the link above.
Agency Contact: Deb Lochart, Director, Office of Human Rights, Department of
Behavioral Health and Developmental Services, Jefferson Building, 1220 Bank Street,
7th Floor, Richmond, VA 23219; telephone (804) 786-0032; FAX (804) 371-2308;
email deb.lochart@dbhds.virginia.gov.
For Your Information: A detailed chart of the standard regulatory process is
available here: http://townhall.virginia.gov/UM/chartstandardstate.pdf. At this
time, the regulatory action is in the second column, in the second box from the
bottom of that column.
b) Mark Seymour, Senior Human Rights Advocate for Region 1, resigned from state
service in mid-December. An advertisement for his position closed on January 8,
2016. This position covers Western State Hospital and the Commonwealth Center
for Children and Adolescents. Candidates are currently being ranked and will be
interviewed in the next 2 weeks.
c) A position is available for an ID/DD advocate with the Office of Human Rights. The
advertisement for this position also is now closed. Candidates are currently being
ranked and will be interviewed in the next 2-3 weeks.
d) Voting/Notification – Examples
Example 1:
I'm a new provider. I already completed my affiliation verification form and have
received an acknowledgement letter from Deb Lochart. I am placed on the agenda
for my assigned LHRC by the administrative support person to the committee. I go
to the scheduled LHRC meeting, present my services, and request affiliation. LHRC
votes to approve (even though the committee must approve if the provider is
licensed in our region and verification form has been received). I become an
affiliated provider with this assigned LHRC as long as all criteria are met.
Example 2:
I'm an existing provider who is affiliated with the LHRC. I'm adding a couple of new
services, or adding new locations to my existing Therapeutic Day Treatment services.
I simply need to notify the LHRC of these new services and locations. No vote is
needed from the LHRC.
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e) Reports – will eventually be omitted with new regulations – keep doing what you are
doing until you hear from OHR! CHRIS will be the reporting entity.
f) Compliance visits continue to occur. Please copy OHR Advocate and OL on any
significant reportable issues.
g) Nan Neese is retiring from State Service. We wish her well!
11.

Quarterly Reports – 100% compliance

12.

Closed Session – Cancelled due to weather

13.

Meeting Adjourn
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 3:15pm.

Meeting Schedule for remainder of 2016 (all meetings are held in the 2nd Floor Board Rm.,
Bradford Road Office at 1:30pm)
• July 26, 2016
• October 25, 2016
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